370.   SPINNING IN ANCIENT INDIA

Sjt. G. Balaji Rao of Coimbatore, the indefatigable khadi
lover, sends me the following interesting extracts1 which he has
copied from Dr. Shamashastri's learned translation of Kautilya's
Arthashastra (period 321-296 B.C.). These extracts, besides giving
much valuable information on the manners of our countrymen
during that period, show that spinning was a State concern as it
should be today. The inexhaustible man-power that is running
to waste in the country merely awaits utilization for want of organi-
zation.

Toung India, 4-10-1928

371.   LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
October 4, 1928
MY DEAR MALKANI,
I cannot trace your previous letter. With reference to yours
of the 27th ultimo I see that you will be free from the relief work
at the latest at the end of this month. I know that you have
work for you in Sind, and I know too that you will make your
presence felt, no matter where you are working. The only question
is what should be your final choice. Of course I had set my mind
upon you as the Secretary for the All-India Suppressed Class
Association to be formed. But / cannot guide you in this matter.
Your own instinct must be the best guide. After all you must
make the choice, and therefore you must choose that work which
is most to your liking and for which you may consider yourself
to be the most fitted. If Sind needs you and you feel that you
should bury yourself in Sind, I do not mind it; only you must
make your final choice in so far as it is humanly possible.
I note what you say about your daughter* I do not like the
thing overmuch. But I am sure that you have done the best
that was possible in the circumstances. If it was not tragic, I
should have a hearty laugh over your considering the expense
of Rs. 2,000 a little thing. We poor people of the new age consider
1 Not reproduced here